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a " Contribution to Venesection as a Remedy, from Notes
of Practice," by Dr. Shand, was read. At the beginning of
the meeting, Mr. A. G. Miller, one of the vice-presidents,
and occupying the chair, requested reporters not to report
the proceedings to the lay press.

The Edinburgh Training Home for Nurses.
The Training Home for the Edinburgh branch of the

Jubilee Institution for Nurses was thrown open to sub-
scribers for inspection on one of the days of last week. The
Home is comfortably furnished, and has accommodation for
eight nurses at present, but it is hoped to be able to increase
it sufficiently to accommodate seventeen.

Edinburgh Health Lectures.
Mr. R. J. Mackenzie, Rector of the Edinburgh Academy,

lectured on Saturday last on " Methods of Physical Educa-
tion, Ancient and Modern," and dwelt upon the necessity of
physical training.

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.
The first of the festivities of the season at the Royal

Infirmary was given on Christmas Eve, and consisted of a
treat to the children and their friends. The entertainment
comprised songs and recitations, and a Christmas-tree,
with a gift for each child. It was held in the large theatre. ’’

Ctillen’s Lectures.
A paragraph has appeared in the Scotsman stating

that the MSS. of Cnllen’s lectures on medicine have been
found in Nottingham. They consist of two volumes
containing about 800 pages, and are dated 1766. This will
be a find of interest to the Edinburgh Medical School.

Health of Edinburgh.
The mortality last week was 99 and the death-rate 19

per 1000. Diseases of the chest caused 46 and zymotic
diseases 10 deaths, of which 4 were from typhoid fever and
5 from whooping-cough. The intimations for the week in-
cluded 60 cases of typhoid fever, 3 of diphtheria, 14 of
scarlatina, and 7 of measles. From this it will be noted
that the epidemic of typhoid is still extending ; there are
about 100 cases in the City hospital, and many more in
private houses. One of the best known medical men in
town is down with it, and several of his household as well.
It is to be hoped that the public health authorities will
find a satisfactory explanation of this epidemic.
Dec. 30th. 

_______________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Irish Census.
THE Registrar-General (Dr. Giimshaw) and Messrs. Bel-

lingham Brady and Robert Matheson have been appointed
to be Commissioners for carrying into effect the provisions
of the Act 53 and 54 Victoria, cap. 46, entitled, " An Act
for taking the Census of Ireland."

The late Dr. Harrison, Roscommon.
This gentleman, who was one of the leading practitioners

in Roscommon and adjoining counties, died last week,
and his funeral, which took place on Saturday, was very
largely attended. Dr. Harrison, who was a doctor in
medicine of the University of Edinburgh, and a Fellow of
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, was well known
for his professional skill, and highly esteemed for his many
excellent qualities. Immediately after the funeral, a public
meeting was held in the grand [jury-room, to consider in
what way the memory of the deceased could best be per-
petuated. The meeting was presided over by Lord Crofton,
and a resolution unanimously adopted of condolence with
Dr. Harrison’s relatives in their great sorrow. The follow-
ing resolution was passed :&mdash;"That a general committee,
consisting of the present subscribers, with power to add to
their number, be appointed to make such arrangements as
may be determined on, to enable his many friends to place
on record their testimony to Dr. Harrison’s great profes-
sional ability, his unlimited charity, and his untiring zeal
in the interest of all classes of the community." A sub-
scription list was opened and nearly &pound;400 was obtained.

Reopening of Galway County Infirmary.
Owing to the non-compliance of the governors with th{

Act of Parliament, as to appointing a surgeon, the grand

jury could not pass a presentment for the maintenance of
the hospital. Colonel O’Hara, one of the governors, in-
stituted legal proceedings to compel the governors to elect
a surgeon, and a mandamus was obtained in the Court of
Queen’s Bench. Many difliculties arose, and for two years
matters remained in abeyance, and as funds were not forth-
coming, it was feared that the infirmary would have to be
closed. However, the chairman of the board, Mr. Perqse,
supplied the funds necessary for one year. Again the court
ordered an election, but a quorum not attending, the
matter again fell through. Subsequently the President of
the Queen’s College, Cxalway, in the interests of the stu-
dents, offered the governors &pound;500 to enable them to open
the infirmary for the winter and spring session; and after
some negotiation. all arrangements have been settled, and
the infirmary will be opened next week.

Poisoning from Carbolic Acid.
A case of suicide from taking carbolic acid occurred last

week at Bangor. The deceased lady swallowed about
seven ounces of the acid.
Dec. 30th. 

________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

French Opinion of Koch’s Method.
THE editor of the Revue G&eacute;n&eacute;rale de Clinique et de Th&eacute;ra-

peutique&mdash;Dr. Huchard-the same gentleman who so

strongly opposed the formal appointing of French repre-
sentatives to the late Berlin Congress, and who also had the
passage of arms with Virchow as to some of the latter’s long
forgotten utterances about France and the French, has an
article in his paper this week in which he sums up very un-
favourably the results so far obtained from the employment
of Koch’s system of injections. He goes so far as to say
that these injections are not only useless but positively (w
far as observed in France) harmful. He admits that Koch
is himself an investigator and observer of the highest order,
and attributes what he calls the hysterical rush to this so-
called remedy in a large measure to an abuse of the tele.
graphic system, by which garbled and feverish messages are
flashed across the globe and acted upon without any further
detailed information. But as to the fact that the remedy is
a complete failure he has no doubt, and he adds that he
fears suffering humanity can only regard it as one deception
the more. True science, he says in conclusion, such as men
like Laennee, Claude Bernard, Davaine, Pasteur, and
Charcot have advanced, has need for longer and more sober
study.

Statistics of Hypnotic Treatment.
The appearance in the reports of a London hospital of the

statistics from the hypnotic in-patient and out-patient
department would probably be looked upon as a startling
novelty. Here, on the contrary, it is otherwise, for we
have given us amongst the records of the Charity Hospital
the result of M. Luy’s treatment in what may be considered
the department devoted to hypnotism in this leading
clinical hospital. The treatment is styled "therapeutic
methods derived from hypnotism," and is divided into
"fascination," "transference," and "magnetic currents
combined with electricity." The number of patients
treated was 128, and of these sixty-seven are returned as
cured, fifty-one as ameliorated, and ten in whom no change
was produced. The hysterics of course figure largely in
this number, amounting to forty-nine. Paralysis agitans
comes next, and of these three out of nine were cured.
According to this, high as the percentage of non-cures is,
it would almost appear that those spending hours over the
hopeless task of searching for the pathology of this
disease would be more profitably employed in administering
hypnotism to their patients. Epileptics were equally bene-
fited by "transference." The same applies to cases of
neuralgia, writers’ cramp, tabetics, &c. In obstetrics, women
were delivered without pain or danger by the " fascination "
method, and even in organic diseases of the heart " trans-
ference " was attended with marked improvement. In con-
clusion, it is declared that these methods of hypnotic treat-
ment give in acute or chronic diseases of the nervous system
50 per cent. of cures.

Compulsory Revaccination.
As your readers are probably aware, vaccination is not


